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In 1610, Galileo published the Siderius nuncius, or Starry Messenger, a "hurried little
masterpiece" in John Heilbron's words. Presenting to the world his remarkable observations
using the recently invented telescope - the craters of the moon, the satellites of Jupiter - Galileo
dramatically challenged our idea of the perfection of the heavens and the centrality of the Earth
in the universe. Indeed, the appearance of the little book is regarded as one of the great
moments in the history of science.Planned to coincide with the 400th anniversary of the
publication of the Starry Messenger, this is a major new biography of Galileo, a fresh and much
more rounded view of the great scientist than found in earlier works. Unlike previous
biographers, Heilbron shows us that Galileo was far more than a mathematician: he was deeply
knowledgeable in the arts, an expert on the epic poet Ariosto, and a fine lutenist.More important,
Heilbron notes that years of reading the poets and experimenting with literary forms were not
mere sidebars - they enabled Galileo to write clearly and plausibly about the most implausible
things. Indeed, Galileo changed the world not simply because he revolutionized astronomy, but
because he conveyed his discoveries so clearly and crisply that they could not be avoided or
denied. If ever a discoverer was perfectly prepared to make and exploit his discovery, it was the
dexterous humanist Galileo aiming his first telescope at the sky.In Galileo, John Heilbron
captures not only the great scientist, but also the creative, artistic younger man who would
ultimately become the champion of Copernicus, the bête noire of the Jesuits, and the best-
known of all martyrs to academic freedom.The title music in this audiobook is Ave Maris Stella
by Claudio Monteverdi, which was published in the same year Galileo published Sidereus
Nuncius (i.e. The Starry Messenger). Ave Maris Stella was performed using period instruments
by the Green Mountain Project. We’re especially proud to note that a member of the Green
Mountain Project, Hank Heijink, also works at Audible!

About the AuthorStanley Lombardo is Professor of Classics, University of Kansas.
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William S Jamison, “the problems of having a big ego. Fascinating study of Galileo and his times.
Builds a wonderful picture of the complexity associated with how Aristotle's philosophy was
embedded in Church dogma and how the political shenanigans involved brought about the
stresses associated with the new science. Pope Urban turns out to be the smartest guy in this
story and closer to contemporary Model Dependent Realists than Galileo who is the traditional
hero. In this biography he turns out to be more of the blundering ox that insists on his
interpretation regardless of the hurt feelings he causes. Ego is a major factor. Very interesting
read.”

Robert A. Rosenberg, “Spectacular history. An erudite, witty tour of the times, life, and meaning
of Galileo. Heilbron brings a career's worth of knowledge and insight to the task, and we get a
richly evoked picture of a pivotal time in the early modern era. Readers unfamiliar with the
science may find themselves skipping diagrams and explication, but they will not be missing the
author's fundamental points. It's not a beginner's introduction to history, but anyone appreciative
of serious research and good writing will enjoy this book.”

Philip S. Taylor, “Galileo visited in detail.. This is a well researched and long review (366 pages)
of Galileo's life and accomplishments. The book requires the reader to be well grounded in
history as well as science to appreciate the detail discussed. Not for the faint of heart. The New
York Times Book Review calls it  "An awesome command of the vast Galileo literature".”

Richard of Connecticut, “This will become the DEFINITIVE Biography of one of history's most
impactful scientists - 4 Stars. Let me sum it up in the beginning of this review for you. This book
has 366 pages of narrative in 8 chapters. With footnotes, you are looking at 508 pages. The
narrative is thorough, from the great scientist's birth in 1564 to his death in 1642. It is thoroughly
researched and there is no question that John Heilbron did his homework objectively. He applied
a scholar's eye to an enormous body of work that was created by Galileo.It is my opinion that if
John Heilbron's Galileo suffers from one problem, it is the author's passion for scholarship
versus making the subject of his book come alive. In essence, I found I suffered from a certain
amount of boredom, and even found some of the reading tedious. This does not detract from the
importance of this work, or the fact that nobody else has tackled Galileo in quite a few years.For
most of us growing up, Galileo Galilei was along with Da Vinci, Isaac Newton and Albert
Einstein, one of the four most significant scientists to the general public in the last ten centuries.
We know Galileo as a mathematician, astronomer, philosopher, and physicist. Perhaps more
significantly, he was the man who invented the telescope, and thus along with Christopher
Columbus is unique among Italians. Columbus discovered a new world here on earth, and
Galileo discoverd new worlds in the heavens.His importance cannot be overestimated. Look at
just a few of the subjects he studied and expanded upon:* If you want to understand the motion



of uniformly accelerated objects, you must look at his work. It is even studied in school today.*
He is probably the dividing line between the old ways of looking at science and what today
would be termed modern science.* Since he is deemed to be the inventor of the telescope, he is
probably the most important innovator in the field of observational astronomy. This includes the
discovery of four of Jupiter's moons, the largest, plus the confirmation of the phases of Venus,
and sunspot observations. Don't forget he also observed the Milky Way galaxy, another first.*
This is the man who took Copernican's view of the sun as the center of our solar system, and ran
with it. He ran so hard that it brought him to his knees in front of the Inquisition and it is all
covered in this book in exquisite detail. You will finally understand how strongly the Church
fought to hold onto its views as the earth as the center of the universe. Not only clerics fought
Galileo, but philosophers also.He was denounced in 1615, and was cleared a year later. The
Church warned him to get behind the old theory. Author Heilbron writes in detail how the master
scientist went on to preach his views again in "Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World
Systems" published in 1632. This time the Inquisition did find him suspect of heresy. After
withdrawing his previously held opinions, Galileo was placed under house arrest the rest of his
life.The man we know as Galileo certainly knew how to annoy people. He had been doing it
since he was a young man, and as you also know when you do embarrass people with your
superior intellect, they are not likely to forget it. These individuals who held pent-up resentments
against the scientist got their revenge later on when the renowned thinker was having his
difficulties with the Church and others.In every book I seek to find the one page, paragraph or
sentence that makes the book worthwhile for me to read. I found it on page 65 of this book.
Cesare Cremonini was a Junior Professor of Philosophy at the University of Padua from 1591 to
1631. In the book Heilbron quotes Cremonini as saying, "Each of us is a microcosm of the
universe: hence introspection can deliver knowledge of the world as well as of the self; he who
knows himself is a natural philosopher." How profound a statement is this?My favorite chapters
were Chapter 4 on Galilean Science. The sub chapter on the Reluctant Astronomer is very
interesting. Chapter 7 Vainglory which is about his problems with the Pope was
fascinating.SUMMARY:Galileo was a Renaissance man as that term is used today. He was a
musician, and a superb artist. He understood foreshadowing, and perspective. He was certainly
a draughtsman. He certainly could have been a painter had he chosen to pursue it. He could be
a great writer at times and was a world class philosopher. He loved technology, consider his
invention of the telescope, and without question, he was into gadgets. He even made a living
wholesaling out the telescopes he would create. He sold them to shopkeepers to be sold to
others including ship captains. His powers of memory were prodigious. He could recite vast
stretches of different writers. These included Dante and Petrarch.If you want to understand the
achievements of one of the great scientists of the millennium, you will not find a better scholarly
understanding of Galileo's world than John Heilbron's work. Once again, you will probably have
to maintain your own interest level, as opposed to having an author whisk you away on a journey
through a book that you can't put down. Thank you for reading this review.Richard C. Stoyeck”



PT, “Very good. I needed to know about the man and now I do. Not an easy read and very
scholarly throughout; Heilbron clearly knows the man and his times as if he lived in renaissance
Italy. It is worth mentioning that it is very witty and downright funny in parts.”

Mr. Roger Dane, “Exhaustive.. If your interest in Galileo is in his science rather than his character
and life then this is the book for you. Exhaustive explanations of the scientific work that he
achieved. I would've preferred more detail on his life and character as that would've served my
current needs better.One for the scholar rather than the dilettante.”

James John Rafferty, “Four Stars. Very interesting book about a very interesting person.”

Jan Suyderhoud, “Galileo, an eventful life. In 1610 Galileo published his little masterpiece
"Sidereus nuncius". The 400th anniversary of this book has resulted in a large amount of books
on Galileo, of which 2 biographies were selected as the best and reviewed in a Dutch
newspaper by Dirk van Delft, Director of Museum Boerhaave at Leiden. These books are the
one by Wootton, Alpha oriented and this book by Heilbron, Beta oriented and considered slightly
better. Therefore I selected this book and was not at all disappointed with the choice. Heilbron
describes Galileo as a "Critic", not as mathematician or philosopher and places him rightly within
the context of that period. Much space is devoted to his struggle with the Roman Church and the
Jesuits on Copernicanism, but his live and findings are well told and explained in an
understandable manner. The last chapter tells the story of the heretical status of Copernicanism
and Galileo over the last 400 years and ends with the prediction that Galileo will be made saint
by the Roman Church within the next 400 years. The book is well written and intelligible for a
large audience, therefore a must for all those interested in the History of Science or in the
Scientific Revolution, as Galileo is a central figure in the history of Modern Science. In this
respect it is of interest to compare the views of Floris Cohen (author of How Modern Science
came into the World, see part II on Galileo) and those of Heilbron. Cohen describes Galileo
foremost as a "Realist", while Heibron sees him as a "Critic". Personally I feel more for the
unique combination of both aspects which brought forward the birth of Modern Science in
Europe.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 38 people have provided feedback.
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